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Dear Edt 

Thankyotlforycrur~teof the 2&h,The Amherst Smpotimtnrs a 
vergpleasaat affaim Iwiehwecould lookfonrard to the samaleisurely 
pace at D#i'oit, but it m3%ns oth8rwise. 

EstheraadfhaV8bean~VeryS8ri~lyabout~Uhanc%SOf 
peaking @ f to Stanford. At first, we weighed our l&mghts dam with all 
the bsy to dayentangl~nts athaw and the lab. , butifweinsist on 
waitinguntilthese have evaporatedl, weneverwill get am. Instead,we 
shallhave toJmJc8 aplan,mdfidjustouroth%raffaira toit, Just yet 
it is not oartain that & Spring (19%) will be possible, but let us 
try ton&e a eoncrete planas ifitwere, andwe can mttle precise dates 
l&m. What are the problem? AFirst here, then at Stanford. 

U.W. 1, htW%. bk C&t'3 @3t18&VQ (WithOUtprty) praCtiC~an.y'the. 1 
am scheduled for a couree from Sep+Jan. 20 whioh I would prefer not to 
disturb too vio&mtly, butthisis adjustable too. 

quarter, 
2. Traaspotition. I assume we kroulti drive. I% we manage the spring 

"or AJblYqwgu0 
wxuld this be r"sbm-:WbApril? Assuming 80, is there ai3jr special. 

difficulty driving thcmgh Sante Fe*in late January? or would we have to go 
fllrther south? 

3. Hw and Lab. No tine is much worse t&an aqy other. Spring cguxz%ef 
Eli&t "oe tht? TlKWt COnVsnf8nt cebOnmSe). 

s tanford: 1. Mhen is spring quarter? Would an;v other interval be ftrasible? 
2. Tea&i- Ivould be glad to gjive~~co~se~ if expected, at 

whatever levelofadvameme&yxmr curriaulurnxmzld accumodate. AtM&ison, I 
altdt~tsy?3Rr~betWet3n&'l&iV~Ced @XbiOS COtU338 and 8lBOP3 d&IU8Z.k~OZl~ 
forbactex%ologymajora.However, f havenotdone al&., butwould try to 
copperate if youfve had one going. 

3. Housing. what are the prospects"! (I don't thi& we'd plau to 
P8nt OUT hOUSe for the ShOrt i&nWij., though W@ Jti&t tag to &Cd Smll8 t0 
look after it). 

4. Salaries. I suppwe this wvuld I32 the tcmghest nut! ble can tfdw a 
month as vacation time to aover our tmvel t&w, but can y-cm handle us for our 
actual residence at Stanford? Esther*s position hem 
Associate which ranks and 

set (i.e, Fi.cm0arch) 
s 

s-or. If you can*t manair;e o F 
about equivalent to a Q a833imt& p~rf23- 

emise, 4 could -jhFs to get a research lm~e fron 



ft is probabl$too late to getanyhelp fromthatsourm for spring1956, 
but if necessary, I might stmt the wheels turning for the follotig year, 

5. Research. !&is onera easy- the problem we talked about, the 
myoe3lal fragmmts, has lots of possibilities. Would it he&p to have a 
~t~pn>jectoutllns?I9ave~~e one up?Sho&d I send somnotes 
with my own ideas on it? 1 ma asting you*re( not gd.ng t0 be ttlo 
pre0wupi9dnotto be the m working partmr wi%hvEsther and me 
on this. 9theswise, -$heretd be no hope af gettirxg any%hi~g done ti a shcwt 
vibft, and there'd be no ~0.m to it auyhow. Has anything been published on 
the fragments a t all? Is there any quantitative infomation on viability from 
your o*wn note:27 In my own mind, so far, there are three tin aspects to 
look into; 

a. Th6 fragments themcsalvesr wh& is the mallest unit capable 
of vegetative (or sexual) v3.abllity. (This my take mm micromnipulation), 

b. Using fregmmts as possible recipients, e.g.) of tmnsituction 
or other genetic effects that my dqxmd on rel&.v&ly exposed mxlei. 

cr The effect of fragmmtation itself (which nay possibly inc1u.d~ 
mm nuclear fragmntation) en genetic stability, sspecially in h&erokaryms. 
I an surpMsed noone has done much since Newcomer on cy-togeuetic sequelae of 
ultmsonics in higher plants. 

W0 know that there may b0 amy difficulties in your way, and that until 
it is sealed, anything yxm (or I) may say will have -t;O be trmtative. At tha mment, 
we have no altentative oonflicti.ng plans M! next spring/ kprobab7y ~3.72 be mm 
urgent for you than for us to settle the plms reasonably in advance. 

?wY 
The Detroit symposium has me wotied, since I am n5t mre eftkrer why I wm 

asked, or why I amepted, I have done too little work on gene-enqme relistionskifps 
in the last five years to be able to at@hiag very eoncreta from my own qperieneo, 
80 that about all I have left 13 a cortafrz anequnt of pessimistic criticism, zmd 
this may be all I'll do, on the basis of the papers 8s 1 hear thm, ft,might be 
better ?a give up going. 3ut I reslllly Izavmtt km& tb L&mare ofr the energy to 
give muuh thought to it. 

As for the organization, since you asked, I would adult som regret tha% 
the aftwnoon session did not conueatrati more effectively on the s$a$ed topic 
of gene enzyme relationships, for which Hershey and Eotchkiss seem to me out 
of place, Is it too late to transloeate them? Donrt rnisunderstmd raer Xtd 6~ oat 
of my way to hear Hershey under any pretext. An& EM&kiss gives a nice story, 
but I think it has only the color of biochemistry, b8uause DHA is isolated by 
chemScalprooedures,while addingnomre3&y: to the story or" genes and en- 
rrgmes, then would any random example of genetic recombination, e.g., eye color in 
fishes. If it wem th8 COw?8Ct~ pathway that was to 'be discussed, I would have 
to suggest Crick or Uatson instead, for all of the speauhtivit~ of the latterls 
proposals. If there were th8n scum more time for tb 1st aft0m s%ssion, T: 
wxxiLdliketohearYtu#sfsky~sstory ontryptxmphm~ e desmotise, t&i& 
I hear#is one of the most detailed an,@ses ever done on the en-tic functions 
of 1 ggg@, and Itatzo on the genetics of the hermglobins 9n man. If noone else 
brings up $he latter, I my, from the potit of view of how rmuy Zocf (1 2) are 
involved. Cn this last point, the literature cxmtises me- most of the inferences 
are drawn fmm the abnomal status o#h&emzygous coqmmds rather thanpmpe~ 
recombination test- a, ,and the masoning may be cimxlar. 


